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LETTER 


FROM 


Lieut.Gen.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B. 


TO      THE 


COMMISSIONERS 


OF 


PUBLIC    ACCOUNTS, 


RE,LATIVE     TO 


Some  Obfervations  in  their  Seventh  Report, 

Which  may  be  judged  to  imply  Cenfnre  on  the 
late  Commanders  in  Chief  of  His  Majesty's 
Army  in  North  America. 
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LONDON: 

PRINTED      FOR     J.     DEBRETT, 

OPPOSITE   BURLINGTON    HOUSE,    PICCADILLY, 
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Dover-Street,  1 6th  May,  1784. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I  HOPE  you  will  excufe  the  liberty  I 
take  of  reprefenting  to  you  my  defire 
of  ftating  a  few  fads,  which  your  Reports 
make  it  neceflary  fliould  be  known.  I  had 
flattered  myfelf  I  fliould  have  been  fum- 
moned  before  you,  and  that  the  fame  ad- 
vantage of  explanation  would  have  been 
granted  to  me  which  has  been  given  to  Sir 
William  Howe,  Earl  Cornwallis,  and  others. 
This  advantage  I  now  find  myfelf  prelTed 
to  folicit,  not  only  by  the  apprehenfion  that 

A  2  your 
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your  commlirion  may  loon  finally  clofe, 
but  from  my  having  within  thefc  few  days 
looked  into  the  papers  annexed  to  your 
Seventh  Report,  where  I  found  fome  which 
furprifed  me  very  much. 


I  ferved  from  the  firft  to  the  laft  of  the 
late  unfortunate  war  in  America,  and  was 
four  years  (out  of  the  eight  which  it  huled) 
chief  in  command.  It  would  have  been 
but  fair  therefore,  1  humbly  prefume,  to 
fuppofe  that  I  not  only  profited  by  my  own 
obfervations  in  fo  long  a  fervice,  but  that  I 
availed  myfelf  of  the  aid  of  all  the  ex- 
perience, which  eflablifhment  and  long  re- 
fidence  had  given  to  others  whom  I  found 
there.  The  fad  is  that  I  certainly  did  foj 
and  being  aware  of  the  poiTibility  of  frauds 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  I 
took  fuch  meafures  as  appeared  to  me  mofl 
likely  to  prevent  them.  I  was  confcious, 
however,  that,  had  I  been  ever  fo  competent 
to  the  examination    of  fuch    complicated 
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difburrcmcnts,  the  otlier  various  and  import- 
ant duties  attendant  on  the  command  of  a 
large  army  rendered  fuch  appHcation  of 
my  time  totally  impoflible.  Wherefore  I 
was  very  early  anxious  that  a  commiirary 
of  accounts  fhould  be  nominated  to  afllil 
me  therein.  Major  Drummond  was  accord- 
ingly, in  confequence  of  my  recommen- 
dation, appointed  to  that  oflice  in  February, 
17793  but  (through  fome  mifapprehenflon 
perhaps  of  the  fulliciency  of  his  powers)  he 
did  not  adt  until  about  July,  1781,  which 
was  undoubtedly  of  fome  detriment  to  the 
fervice. 
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There  are  fome  obfervations  in  your 
Seventh  Report,  which  there  can  be  little 
doubt  but  the  world  muft  conceive  to  im- 
ply cenfure  on  the  commar.  ;;r  in  chief. 
But  I  am  perfuaded,  gentlemen,  that,  had 
you  read  all  the  papers  which  I  tranfmitted 
from  time  to  time  to  the  Treafury,  and 
particularly  the  following  report  of  a  board 

of 
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of  general  officers  and  magiftrates,  who 
were  employed  by  my  order  in  the  invef- 
tigation  of  the  public  accounts  for  feveral 
months ;  and  which  repori  was  fent  by  me 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury  fjx  months 
before  the  date  of  your  Seventh  Report  j 
you  would  not  probably  have  introduced 
into  it  as  a  charge,  **  That  though  the 
**  number  of  the  forces  decreafed  every  year 
*'  from  1778,  the  ilTue  for  the  extraordinary 
*'  fervices  of  the  army  incrcafed  i"  without 
at  lead  fuffering  its  explanation  to  accom- 
pany it,  as  Hated  in  the  report  of  the  afore- 
mentioned board,  under  the  fignature  of 
Lieutenant  General  R.obertfon,  whom  I 
was  induced  to  sppoint  prefident  of  it,  on 
account  of  his  lent?:  refidence  in  North 
America.  You  feem  likewifs  to  impute  to 
me  as  a  crime,  *'  the  not  granting  final 
*'  warrants;" — from  your  not  confidering, 
I  prcfume,  that,  after  a  commiffary  of  ac- 
counts was  nominated  and  adling,  I  could 
not  with  propriety  give  final  warrants  until 
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the  accounts  of  the  rcfpcdive  departments 
requiring  them  had  been  examined,  audited, 
and  certified  by  that  officer.  Eiit,  had  you 
been  picafed  to  read  the  papers  tranfmitted 
to  the  Trcafury,  you  would  have  feen  I  did 
fo,  the  inilant  the  proper  certificates  were 
annexed  to  them. 


in- 


ExtraB  from  a  report  made  to  General  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  by  a  board  of 
general  officers  and  inagiftrates  appoijited  by 
his  order ^  on  the  yth  Angujl^  1781,  to  re^ 
ceive  fiich  information  as  Major  Drum- 
MOND,  commiffary  of  account  s^  Jl:all  lay  be- 
fore theiUy  touching  the  expenditure  of  pub- 
lic money  in  the  different  departments^  which 
the  cof}ma7ider  in  chief  found  efabliJJjed  in 
this  arjnyy  upon  his  fucceeding  to  the  com- 
mand of  it,  * 

*  This  appears  to  be  fuch  an   examination  as  the 
commiffioners  cf  accounts,   in  their  Seventh  Report, 
have  vi^ifhcd  the  accounts  of  the  army  in  America  may 
be  referred  to  :    fo  that  I  have  fortunately  in  this  in- 
ft»nce  anticipated  their  wifties. 

New- 
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New-York,  <«  Tucfday  4th  December,  lyi^i. 
**  The   board   met  agrceublc    to   orders 
*'  t'foin  his  Excellency  General  Robcrtfon. 


\ 


««P     R     E     S     E     N     T. 

<*  His  Excellency  Lt.  Gen.  ROBERTSON, 

•'Lieut.  Gen.  CAMPBELL, 
<<  Major  Gen.  PATERSON, 

•*  The    Hon.    ANDREW  ELLIOT,  Efq. 

**  The  board  having  con  fide  red   the  pa- 

"  pcrs   and   examinations    brought    before 

**  them   relative    to   the  comparative   Aate 

**  of  expences  incurred   from  31(1  Decem- 

**  ber,    1775,    to  the  i6th  May,   1778,  the 

*'  time  of  Sir  William  Plowe's   command, 

**  and    of  v/hat   was    paid  by    Sir    Henry 

**  Clinton,  between  the  26th  May,    1778, 

"  and  the    ^id  December,   1780,  the  firfl 

"  being   two   years  and  five  months,    and 

•*  the  other  two  years  and   f:vcn  months. 

*'  The   warrants   granted  durin^.^    the   firfl: 

*•  period,  amount  to  /^.  1,079,412 — during 
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**  the  fecond  period,  the  warrants  amount 
"  to  >C'3»278,429— the  difference  being 
'*  >C*  2,199,017— the  board  report, 

'*  That  the  great  national  expence  in  the 
*'  hid  period  of  Sir  WilHam  Howe's  com- 
**  mand  arofe  from  the  whole  navy  and  a 
**  very  numerous  fleet  of  tnmfports  being 
**  employed  in  attending  the  movements  of 
**  the  army,  no  part  of  which  appears  in  Sir 
"  William  Howe's  warrants. 


"  That  the  expence  of  the  quartcr-mafler 
*'  general,  barrack-mafter  general,  and  en- 
*'  gineer  departments  were  necefl'arily  fmall 
**  while  the  troops  were  on  board  fliips,  or 
"  had  their  fupplics  from  tranfports. 


.'•I 
'f 


m 


•*  It  is  obferved,  that  during  part  of  the 
**  firft  period  the  great  article  of  expence, 
**  Rum,  was  provided  for  by  a  contradl 
"  made  at  home  and  paid  for  there — 
**  whereas  during   the   fecond   period   the 

B  run:i 
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*'  rum  was  purchafed  by  the  commifTary 
"  general,  and  paid  for  by  the  commander 
*'  in  chiefs  warrants. 


*'  A  very  large  quantity  of  provifions  pur- 
*'  chafed  during  the  latter  period,  fwells  the 
**  amount  of  the  warrants. 


**  But  what  dcflroys  a  poflibiHty  of  draw- 
'  ing  any  juft  concluGon  from  a  coniparifon 

*  of  the  amount  of  the  warrants  in  thefe 

*  two  periods,  arifcs  from  this,   that  a  great 
'  part  of  t;he  expence  incurred  by  Sir  VVil- 

*  ham  Howe  was  paid  by  warrants  granted 

*  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

(Signed)      JAMES  ROBERTSON, 

Prefident." 


I  come  now,  gentlemen,  to  fome  other 
obfervations  in  your  Seventh  Report,  founded 
upon  Earl  Cornwall is*s  examination  before 
you  upon  oath,  and  the  orders  he  ilTued  the 
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23d  December,  1780;  wliich  are  the 
papers  that  U)  much  aftonifhed  me.  The 
part  of  the  examination  which  I  (\k\\\  at  pre- 
fent  take  notice  of  is  in  the  foilovvin;'  words. 
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*'  Another  objed  of  theie  orders  was  tlie 
commiffarv  ffi-'neral.  He  had  ob.crved 
that  it  had  been  the  cuilorn  for  the  recri- 
mental  quarter-mafters,  when  they  re- 
ceived proviiions  from  the  commilTary  ge- 
neral, to  give  him  receipts  for  a  complete 
ration,  without  difilnguifliing  whether  it 
confided  of  provifions  received  from  Eu- 
rope, or  procured  in  the  country. 
Whereas  the  latter  were  often  got  for  no- 
thing, or  at  a  price  inferior  to  that  of  the 
European  ration.  To  remedy  this  evil, 
he  ifTued  thofe  orders  relative  to  the  com- 
milTary general. 


**  To  prevent  provifions  taken  from  the 
"  country,  and  either  not  paid  for,  or  paid 
*'  for  at  a  certain  price,  from  being  charged 

B  2  *'  to 
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*'  to  the  account  of  the  public  either  at  all, 
*'  or  at  a  greater  price  than  they  were  pnr- 
'*  chafed  at,  he  appointed  conimilTaries  of 
'^  captures,  who  colledlcd  provifionr  from 
"  the  country,  and  gave  receipts  for  them 
'*  to  thofe  perfons  only  who  were  friends ; 
and  delivered  out  thofe  provifions  to  the 
troops  without  taking  receipts  for  them. 
By  which  means  thofe  receipts  only  given 
'*  to  the  proprietors  of  the  provifions  could 
^*  be  brought  in  charge  againft  the  public." 

I  fubjoin  likcwife  the  part  of  the  orders 
referred  to  in  the  above  examination,  that 
the  whole  may  be  brought  into  one  point 
g)f  view. 
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**  Kcad  Qijarters,  Wynnefborough, 
23d  December,  1780. 


te 


As  I  ccnflder  myfelf  a  fleward  for  the 
**  public  money  expended  by  the  troops 
**  under  my  command,  I  think  myfelf 
«'  bound  by  the  duty   I  owe   my  country 
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at  all. 
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*'  to  regulate  the  charges  to  be  made  by  the 
"  difFerent  departments. 


**,  The  commiffary  general  is  not  to  charge 
government  for  the  complete  ration  deli- 
vered to  the  foldier,  unlefs  fuch  ration  is 
fupplied  from  the  (lores  fent  from  Eng- 
land. Whenever  he  delivers  to  them 
frefti  provifions,  he  muft  only  charge  to 
them  the  real  amount  of  what  he  pays  for 
the  cattle,  for  vi'hich  the  receipts  of  the  in- 
habitants will  be  his  vouchers.  The  fame 
rule  muft  be  ftridly  obferved  in  the  deli- 
very of  flour  and  India  meal." 
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Upon  which  order  and  examination  your 
board  is  pleafed  to  make  the  following  re- 
marks. 

"  But  we  found,  at  one  period  only,  orders 
<'  relative  to  the  point  immediately  under 
*'  our  confideration.  Thefe  orders  were 
««  iffued  by  Lord  Cornwallis,  are  dated  the 

«*  23d 
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"  23d  December,  1780,  and  contain  matter 
"  very  important  to  the  fubjcd:  before  us. 

**  Thefe  orders  are  levelled  at  abufes  at 
**  that  time  exifliing  ;  and  thefe  abufes  all 
"  tend  to  the  defrauding  of  the  public  for 
**  private  emolument. 

"  We  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the 
'*  orders  of  tlie  23d  December,  1780, 
**  (hould  be  put  in  ibrce  forthwith  through- 
*'  out  the  whole  army/* 

Whatever  impf-efrion  may  have  been  in- 
tended to  be  ^ivcn  by  Eail  Cornwallib's  or- 
der of  the  23d  December,  ^7^0,  and  his 
fubfcqiieni  eximi  lation  bctore  your  board  ; 
they  fetm  at  leaft  to  have  produced  the  opi- 
nion in  you,  gentlemen,  that  the  order  rela- 
tive to  the  commiHary  general's  department 
originated  with  his  lordiJiip,  and  that  it  was 
levelled  at  an  abufe  at  that  time  exiiling,  to 
which  his  lordlhip  was  the/;;/?  who  applied 

a  remedy— 
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a  remedy— and  confequently  implying  a  cen- 
Aire  of  negled  in  thole  who  had  the  fupreme 
command  in  America.  You  will  therefore 
not  wonder  at  my  bein^»  anxious  to  do  away 
any  imprelTion  injurious  to  me  that  your 
Reports  (which  have  been  fo  well  re- 
ceived by  the  public)  may  give.  I  have 
that  confidence,  however,  in  your  candor, 
that  I  truft  no  fuch  negle(5l  would  ever  have 
been  imputed  to  me,  had  you  been  pleafed 
to  grant  the  fame  advantage  of  examination 
to  me  which  you  gave  to  Earl  Cornwallis. 
For  you  might  then  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  knowing  that  his  lordfljip\  were  not 
the  only  orders  iffued  relative  to  the  point  im- 
mediately under  your  confidcration  j  but  that 
orders  of  fimilar  efFcd:  to  thofe  you  are 
pleafed  to  call  important  (the  merit  of  which 
Earl  Cornwallis  has  aiTumed  to  himftlf) 
had  been  iflued  by  me  before  his  lordfhip 
arrived  in  America  in  July,  1779,  and  nearly 
ei^^hteen  months  belore  the  date  of  his  or- 
der i  and  that  1  had  particularly  endeavourc^d 

to 
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to  guard  againft  the  poffibility  of  the  abufe 
in  queftion,  by  giving  all  necefTary  orders 
for  that  purpofe  before  I  quitted  Charleftown 
in  June,  1780,  when  I  left  his  lordlhip  in 
that  command.  So  that  there  could  not 
have  been  the  lead  neceflity  for  Lord  Corn- 
wallis's  order  of  the  23d  December,  1780, 
as  far  as  regards  the  commifTary  general,  if 
the  previous  orders  given  by  me  had  been 
properly  attended  to  by  his  lordfhip.  You 
would  have  likewife  known,  gentlemen, 
that,  though  I  might  not  have  thought  it 
right  to  aflert  the  exiftence  of  flao;rant  abufes 
without  competent  proof,  yet,  judging  it 
pofTible  that  all  the  frefli  provifions  taken 
from  the  enemy  might  not  always  have  been 
carried  to  the  public  credit,  I  appointed 
commiflliries  of  captures  on  the  14th  Fe- 
bruary, 1780,  with  the  intention  of  fupply- 
ing  the  army  with  captured  provifions  gratis, 
and  of  faving  the  public  proviiions.  From 
that  day,  at  leafl:  as  long  as  my  orders  were 

obeyed,  all  the  frelli  provifions  taken  from 

the 
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the  enemy  were  iflued  lo  the  troops  by  the 
commilTaries  of  captures  done,  and  a  great 
faving  accrued  in  confequence  to  govern- 
ment and  the  troops*,  as  may  better  appear 
by  inferting  extradts  from  the  orders,  6cc.  of 
that  period. 

Exfra^sfrGmSlrUEHRYChiNTON'sOnkrs, 

**  Head  Charters,  Philllpfburgh, 
July2d,  1779. 

*'  Whenever  any  cattle  is  drove  in  for  the 
**  ufe  of  the  army  in  future,  they  are  to  be 
*'put  under  the  care  of  a  proper  guard,  and 

*  As  it  appears  by  the  report  of  a  board  of  field 
officers  who  met  at  Charleitown  in  Juiy,  i7-^^-»  to 
infpca  the  commiiraries  of  captures  accouius,  tha: 
707.464  rations  of  frcHi  provifions  had  been  Ifiued  by 
them  to  the  army,  navy,  and  hofpitals,  exchifive  of  the 
ifll.es  between  the  14th  February  and  24th  June,  1780, 
before  accounted  for  in  Lieut.  Grattans  accounts, 
amounting  to  164,000  more,  which  of  courfe  pre- 
vented the  confumption  of  fo  much  fait  oroviiions,  the 
faviniv  to  the  public  may  be  eftimatcd  at  the  -rofs  fum 
that  quantity  of  fait  provifions  would  have  coil  govern- 
ment by  the  time  it  v/as  delivered  to  the  troops  m 
America. 

Q  «*  a  return 
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**  a  return  of  them  to  be  fent  to  the  com- 
**  mander  in  chief  previous  to  any  diftribu- 
**  lion." 

"  July  7th,  1779. 

*'  Whenever  any  cattle,  rebel  property,  are 
**  brought  in  by  parties  from  any  detachment 
**  of  the  army,  they  are  to  be  dehvered  to  a 
**^  guard  at  the  quarters  of  the  general  officer 
**  commanding  that  detachment,  v^^ho  will 
**  diftribute  them  to  the  troops  in  fuch  pro- 
*'  portions  as  he  fliall  think  proper.'* 

"  Head  Quarters,    South-Carolina, 
12th  P'ebruary,  1780. 

"  To  prevent  a  wafte  which  might  pre- 
"  vent  the  army  of  an  ample  fupply  of  frefli 
**  provifions,  and  to  avert  undiftinguifliing 
'*  oppreffion  from  the  inhabitants,  the  com- 
**  mander  in  chief  requires  great  watchfulnefs 
"  from  every  officer  to  reftrain  from  maraud- 
**  ing. 

**  Orders  are  given  to  colled  cattle  as 
*'  fpeedily  as  polTible,   and  the  commander 
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"in  chief  promifes  that  the  foldiers  fliall  re- 
•'  ceive  frelh  meat  as  often  as  the  country 
'*  will  admit  of  it,  and  in  u  larger  propcrtioa 
**  than  the  commiflary's  ulual  ration." 

**  Wilfon's  Farm,   14th  February,   1780. 

Captain  Moncrieffe  and  Major  Hay  are 


C( 


C( 


appointed  commiflaries  of  captures. 


Sei 


Sutherland,  of  the  Royal 


rjeant-m.'jor  butneriana,  or  tne  ixoyaj 
**  Fuzileers,  is  appointed  afliftantcommiirary 
*'  of  captured  catde  for  the  army  under  the 
**  above  gentlemen. 

•*  No  cattle  to  be  driven  in  by  foldiers,  un- 
"  lefs  when  detachments  may  be  ordered  for 
•*  that  fervice. 

**  It  will  be  the  care  of  the  commiflaries 
**  of  captures  to  procure  cattle  for  the  armv, 
*'  and  the  ration  of  frefh  meat  will  be  one 
**  pound  and  half  per  man. 

•*  When  captured  provifions  are  ifTued, 
**  the  overplus  of  the  ftoppage  from  the  ar- 
**  my,  beyond  the  proportion  which  is  paid 
*'  for  bread,    fliall  be  afcribcd  to  fome  chari- 

C  2  "  table 
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"  table  fund  in   favor  of  the  foUliers  at  the 
**  cIoL'  of  the  c:.iiipaign." 

ExtracI  from  a  letter  ivritten  by  Mr. 
I'ovVNSLND,  ii:W-  icas  chief  in  tic  com- 
iniljjriai  Inic  on  this  txpcdiiiouy  to  the  adju' 
ta:it  general,  dated  \  ^tb  I'ebrudry^   1780. 

**  1  vv;is  extremely  i:uit  to  fmu  myleli  in 
*^  a  gieat  meafiirt  iuperkJccl  by  the  general 
"  orders  of  yeflerday.  The  care  of  providing 
**  fieih  provifions,  forage,  &e.  for  the  army 
*•  is  very  parucul.aiy  committed  to  Mr. 
"  Wier  by  his  commiiiion.  I  have  a  com- 
**  minion  of  afiirtant  commifTary  ;  and  am 
*'  appointed  by  Mr.  Wier  to  a(^.l  for  him  in 
«'  every  refpect  on  this  expedition  ;  and  took 
**  a  gendeman  with  me  with  proper  afliiiance, 
**  on  purpofc  to  take  charge  of  the  Hve  cattle." 

(Signed;     GREGORY    TOWNSEND. 

'Rxtracl  from  the  adjutant  general's  letter  hi 
anficer^  itth  February^  1780, 


*^  Nothing  15  further  from  the  commander 
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**  In  chiefs  intention  than  tj  make  any 
**  tlifTatisfiidtioii  with  y^^u,  or  fupt  r  eJc  you 
*'  in  your  oflice.  When  thcrcfuro  you  un- 
"  dcrfbiid,  that  all  that  is  intended  is  the 
**  appointing  of  ptilbns  to  didribute  to  the 
*^  army  what  is  not  paid  for,  you  will,  I  am 
**  fure,  not  blame  the  mcafure  j  but,  on  the 
**  contrary,  be  fatisfied  with  fo  confiderable  a 
"  laving  to  government.  Mr.  Wier  knew 
•'  of  the  general's  wifli  to  make  f^jch  an  ap- 
'*  pointment,  and  approved  of  it  at  New- 
*'  York ;  where  it  would  have  been  carried 
*'  into  execution,  had  we  made  a  forward 
<*  move," 

(Signed)     JOHN  ANDRE. 

Extradl  from    Mr.    Townsend's    anpwcr^ 
lyth  February,  1780. 

"  I  am   quite   fatisfied,  and  am  forry  I 
'*  gave  you  the  trouble." 

Extra5fs 
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Ext raofs  from  the  Orders, 

«' Fcnwick's  Houfc,   i8th  February,  1780. 

«'  All  ofliccrs,  who  being  detached,  when 
giving  receipts  for  provifionb  for  the  troops, 
are  on  the  b.ick  particularly  to  Ipccify  the 
"  number  of  men  for  which  they  drew,  and 
**  what  company  they  belong  to." 

«'  Williams's  Houfc,  8th  April,  1784. 

**  The  paymaftcrs  ot  the  7th,  33d,  and 
"71ft  regiments  arc  requefted  to  aflcmble  at 
"  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  at  head- 
**  quarters,  to  fix  a  mode  of  realiling  to  the 
**  benefit  of  the  army  the  fum  arifing  to  the 
*'  foldiers  on  account  of  captured  provifions, 
**  for  which  they  are  not  to  be  put  under 
**  ftoppages, 

*'  The  commander  in  chief  is  pleafed  to 
**  confirm  the  appointment  of  Dodtor  Frazer, 
**  as  commiiiary  of  ciptures." 

1 2th 


(  n  ) 

J2th  April,   1780. 

REPORT. 

*'  Agreeable  to  the  dlredions  of  the  com- 
**  noander  in  chief,  we  have  confultcd  on 
**  what  we  judge  tiic  heft  method  of  reali- 
*'  fing  the  amount  of  ftoppages  for  captured 
"  provifions,  and  placing  the  funds  arifing 
*'  therefrom.  And  we  are  unanimouflv  of 
**  opinion,  that  the  paymafler  general  fliould 
**  retain  no  more  from  the  fuhfiftcnce  than 
**  the  amount  ot  ftoppagcs  for  crown  provi- 
*'  fions  J  and  that  the  amount  of  iloppages 
•*  for  captured  provifions  fhould  be  received 
*'  by  the  paymaftcrs  of  the  fcveral  regiments, 
**  and  paid  by  them  into  the  hands  of  any 
**  perfon  that  his  excellency  the  commander 
"  in  chief  fliall  pleafc  to  appoint  to  receive 
••  it  from  them." 

(Signed)  WM.  DANSEY,  Maj.  33d  Reg. 
J.    HARRISON,  P.  jMr.  R.  F. 
J.  GRANT,  P.  Mr.  i{k  Batt.  yifl, 
T.  ERASER,  P.  M.  2d  Batt.  do. 
G.  TO  WNSEND,  M,  Com.  Gen. 

*'  The 
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**  The  commander  in  chief  approves  of 
the  above  opinion,  and  requefls  a  field  of- 
ficer from  each  of  the  following  corps,  viz. 
Light  infantry,  Britifli  grenadiers,  Heflian 
grenadiers,  and  four  regiments  of  the  3d 
line,  will  allemble  at  head-quarters  tomor- 
row morning,  and  decide  in  what  manner 
it  fliall  be  difpofed  of." 

April  23d,  1780. 

After  Orders, 

**  The  ofBcers  who  met  at  head-quarters 
**  the  1 3th  inflant,  to  fettle  in  what  manner 
•*  the  fum  ariiing  to  the  army  on  account 
*^  of  captured  provilion  fliould  be  difpofed 
•*  of,  are  requeued  to  meet  again  to-morrow 
•*  morning  at  ten  o'clock." 

May  4th,   J 7  80. 

*'  The  commander  in  chief  willies  the 
'*  ticld  otlicers  (v^ho  have  affembled  on  this 
**  occaiion)  may  j^ive  their  opinion  upon  the 
*'  fjllowing  propofitions,  viz, 

FIRST. 


i 
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FIRST. 

**  To  determine  into  vvhofe  hands  the 
**  money  arifing  from  the  favings  of  provi- 
*'  fions  iffued  by  the  commiflary  of  captured 
"  cattle  (hall  be  paid." 

ANSWER. 

"  Into  Lieut.  Grattan's  of  the  64th  regi- 
**  ment,  to  whom  it  is  pro];^  )fed  to  make  an 
"  allowance  of  ten  fliillings  per  diem  for  his 
*'  trouble,   to  be  charged   againfl  this  fav- 


"  ing. 


SECOND. 

**  Whether  it  (hall  be  diftributed  to  the 
**  regiments  at  large,  or  that  the  whole  or 
'*  part  (hall  be  funded  for  the  relief  of  wi- 
**  dows  or  orphans." 

ANSWER. 
'*  That,  upon  the  fettlement  of  the  ac- 
**  counts  every  two  months  by  a  board  pro- 
**  pofed  for  this  purpofe,  Lieutenant  Grattan 

D  '*  (liall 
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"  fliall  remit  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
"  each  corpsj  on  the  prefent  expedition,  their 
*'  proportions,  according  to  their  feveral 
*'  ftrcngtlis,  of  two  thirds  of  the  whole  fum 
**  that  lYiay  be  faved  ;  which  fliall  be  dif- 
*'  poled  of  at  their  difcretion  in  the  firft  in- 
"  ftances  for  the  reHef  of  fuch  objeds  in  their 
*'  own  corps  as  may  be  deferving,  and  then 
**  for  the  benefit  of  the  non-commiffioned 
*'  officers  and  foldiers  indifcriminately-  Of 
*'  which  a  regular  account  is  to  be  kept, 
*'  fpecifying  the  feveral  fums  and  purpofes 
**  to  which  it  fhall  be  applied.  And  that 
*'  the  remaining  third,  after  being  liable  to 
**  Lieutenant  Grattan's  falary,  (hall  be  re- 
*'  ferved  in  his  hands  to  anfwer  fuch  de- 
**  mands  as  may  be  made  upon  it  through 
•*  the  abovementioned  board  upon  the  re- 
**  commendation  of  his  excellency  the  Com- 
**  mandcr  in  Chief,  Lieutenant  General  Earl 
**  Cornwallis,  or  any  of  the  general  officers 
*'  ferving  upon  the  expedition  3  of  which  a 
*'  regular  account  is  likewife  to  be  kept. 

"And 
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«*  And  if,  at  the  clofe  of  the  prefcnt  expe- 
•*  dition,  any  balance  lliall  then  remain  in 
"  Lieut.  Grattan's  hands  from  this  third.  It 
**  {hall  alfo  hz  didributcd  to  the  fevcral 
"  corps  in  the  proportion  that  they  received 
*'  their  firfl  dividend." 


THIRD. 

"  If  it  is  funded,  to  appoint  a  board  of 
'*  a  BritiOi,  a  Heflian,  and  a  provincial 
"  field  officer  to  direa:  the  expenditure." 


ANSWER. 

"  Major  M' Arthur  of  the  71ft  regiment 
««  for  the  Britifh,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Linfiiig 
*'  of  the  grenadiers  for  the  HefTians,  and 
*«  Lieutenant  Colonel  TurnbuU  of  the  New 
"  York  volunteers  for  the  provincials,  are 
<«  appointed  a  board  to  receive  and  infpcd: 
"  the  accounts,  fettle  the  proportions  to  be 
«»  diftributed  to  the  feveral  corps,  and  to  an- 
<*  fwer  fully  all  the  above  purpofes." 


D  2 
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FOURTH. 

*'  To  fettle  upon  what  recommendation 
"  fuch  a  board  is  to  adminifter  relief." 

ANSWER. 
"  Already   anfwercd  ia  the  reply  to  the 
"  2d  article." 

Signed,  Alured  Clarke,  Lt.  Col.  Royal  Fuz. 
H.  Hope,  Lt.  Col.  ift  Bat.  B.  Gren. 
Wm.  Gratte,  Lt.  Colonel 
Alex.  M'Donald,Lt.Col.7iflReg. 
Wm.  Linfing,  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  Yorke,  Lt.Col.  2d  Bat.  B.  Gren. 
R.  Abercrombie,  Lieut.  Col. 
J.Graves  Simcoe,  Lt.  Col.  Q^Rang. 
Th.  Dundas,  Lt.  Col.  2d  Light  Inf. 

May  21,  1784. 

"  The  Paymafters  of  regiments  and  corps 
*'.are  to  dedudl  the  amount  of  frelh  rations 
**  from  the  lift  of  rations  given  in  by  the 
'*  commifTary  general,  and  to  pay  it  every 
**  mufter  into  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Grat- 

''  tan 
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"  tan  of  the  64th  regiment,  who  will  give 
"  receipts  for  the  fame,  and  account  for  it 
**  as  ordered  by  the  diredions  given  in  the 
"  orders  of  the  4th  May,  1780." 


). 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Cowmijjary 
Town  SEND  to  the  adjutant  general,  dated 
July  lyth,  1780. 

"  As  I  think  the  information  will  be  a- 
greeable  to  his  excellency,  I  have  taken 
an  account  of  the  amount  of  ftoppages 
for  captured  rations  from  the  14th  Febru- 
ary to  the  23d  April— The  amount  from 
the  25th  April  to  the  24th  June  cannot 
be  afcertained  at  prefent,  as  it  will  be  a 
work  of  time  to  fettle  what  is  to  be  deem- 
ed captured  and  what  is  to  be  paid  for,  of 
the  provifions  taken  for  the  fubfiftence  of 
Lord  Cornwallis's  detachment  ui  their 
long  marches." 

(Signed)   G.  TOWNSEND. 
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The  above  orders,  &c.  will,  I  bflleve, 
fufficiently  prove  that  the  Idea  of  a  confider- 
able  faving  to  the  public  and  the  army,  by  the 
diftributfoa  of  captured  provifions,  did  not 
originate  with  Lord  Cornwallis — ani  as  mofl 
of  the  orders  were  ifTucd  when  his  iordfhip 
was  adting  under  my  immediate  command, 
and  in  the  fame  camp  with  me,  he  could  not 
pofUbly  be  ignorant  of  their  exiftence  and 
purport.  Wheief>re  furely  his  lordfliip's 
appointment  of  conimiflaries  of  captures  (on 
which  fo  much  ftrefs  is  laid  in  the  examina- 
tion) can  be  only  regarded  as  a  revival  of 
mine ;  for  which  indeed  I  left  him  orders 
wh.ciiever  he  took  the  field,  and  found  it  ne- 
ccfTary.  I  mud  therefore  Hatter  niyfelf, 
tiiat  you  will  fee  the  propriety  of  furniflnng 
me  with  an  opportunity  of  explaining  at  leafl 
thi."^   matter,    on   which    vou   feem  to   have 

ml 

given  an  opinion — formed,  you  will  permit 
me  to  fiV,  on  ex  p.iite  evidence. 

This  is  all,  gentltrnen,  which  I  iudge  ne- 
ccfnrv  to  tio-aM.?  voa  with  at  prefent.    When 


I  am 
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I  am  admitted  to  an  examination,  I  (hall 
take  the  Hberty  of  dating  fads,  which  I  fear 
may  appear  contradictory  to  fome  contained 
in  your  Report  j  but  they  fhall  be  fubmitted 
with  all  deference  to  your  acknowledged 
abilities. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient. 
Humble   fervant, 

(Signed)  H.  CLINTON. 

Commiflioners  of  Public  Accounts, 
Office  of  Accounts, 
Surrey  Street. 


f 


BOOKS  printed  for  J.  DEBRETT,  oppofite  Bor- 
lington-Houfe,  Piccadilly. 

npHE  NARRATIVE  of  Lieutenant  Oenaal  Si.  HENRY  CLIN- 
-^  TON,  K.B.  relative  to  his  Conduft  during  Part  ul  .,is  Com- 
mmd  of  the  King's  Troop'?  in  North  America  ;  pirticulTrly  to 
that  which  riiptds  the  untorlunate  lffu&  oi  the  Cara|)aign  in  1781. 
Sixth  Edition.     Price  as. 

An  ANSWER  to  that  Part  of  the  Narrative  of  Lieutenan*- Gene- 
ral Sir  HENRY  CLINTON,  K.IJ.  which  relaies  to  the  Condudt 
of  Lieutenant  General  Earl  Coinwallis,  during;  the  Campaign  in 
North  AiULrica,  in  tiic  Year  17S1 .  By  Earl  Cornwallis.  P. ice 
3s.  fewed. 

OBSERVATIONS  upon  fume  Paits  of  Lieureiiant  General 
Earl  COKNWALLIS's  ANSWER  to  Sir  HENRY  CLINTON's 
N.Hiraiivc.  By  Lieutenant-Gfcncial  ba  HENRY  CLIN  I  uN,  IL.R. 
Price  zs.  6d. 

*#*  The  above  three  authentic  Publications  comprehend  the 
Whole  of  this  very  interefting  Controveily.  and  heiiio;  all  uniformly 
printed,  m.ty  be  had  complete  in  One  Volume.  Price  8s.  hall- 
bound  and  Jtttcrcd. 

GENERAL  BURGOYNE's  STATE  of  his  EXPEDITION 
from  CANADA,  with  all  the  authentic  Docnnicnts,  and  many 
Circumltances  not  made  public  before.  Written  by  himfelf.  II- 
lullrated  with  fix  Plans  of  the  Aftion,  the  Country,  Sec.  finely 
engraved  and  coloured.  A  new  Edition,  in  06\avo.  Price  6s. 
in  boards. 

This  Day  is  publj/hcd.  Price  is.  fid,  the  Thirty- fcveith  Edition,  correifled, 

(To  this  Edition  is  now  firft  added  a  futnmary  Account  of  the  Tuties  of 
the  (7REAT  OFFICERS  of  State  j  a  Table  of  the  DURA'i  ION  of  the 
fevers!  P«ili;iments  frcm  HENRY  VII.  to  the  prefent  Time,  a  Lift  of 
thole  Pl.AChS  which  formerly  fent  MEMBERS  to  PARLIAMENT, 
and  now  do  not  ;  a  Lift  of  the  Deaths  of  the  PRINCIPAL  MINISTERS, 
during  the  PRESENT  RtlC'rN  j  with  an  APPENDIX,  containing  the 
Cafes  of  controverted  EledVions  as  they  lately  appeared  before  feveral  Com- 
JT.'ttLcs,  with  their  Determinatijns  thereuponj  and  a  complete  INDEX  of 
NAMES.) 

A  Companion    to    the    Royal    Kalendar, 

For  the  Year  1784  : 
Bdng  a  LIST  of  all  the  CHANGES  in  ADMINISTRATION, 
frcm  the  Accellion  of  the  prefent  King  in  Odtober,  1760,  to  the  pre- 
fent Pmie. 

To  which  is  prefixed  A  LIST  of  the  ME^'.HERS  in  the  TWO 
LAST  and  PRESENT  PARLTAMEN  l^S  j  (liewing  th-  Changes 
made  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  General  Eii'6lioiis  in  178a 
and  1784.  J  with  the  N.imes  of  the  Candidates  wheie  the  Eltilions 
were  contefted,  the  Numbers  polled,  and  the  Pecifions  fince  made 
by  the  Seieft  Committt^es. 

Alfo  the  Dates  when  each  City  and  Borough  firll  lent  Reprcfenta- 
tives  to  Parliament ,  ,ne  Right  of  Eleiticn  in  each  Place,  and  the 
fuppofed  Number  of  Voters, 

*^*  This  Companion  may  alw»ys  be  had  bound  with  theROYAL 
Kalenoar,  with  or  without  an  Almanack, 


